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Code of Conduct 
A) POLICY  

All Rugby Indiana affiliate clubs, players, coaches, referees, administrators, and supporters are 
ambassadors of the sport of rugby who are viewed by members of the general public and media 
as examples of the sport and those who play it. As such, each club, player, coach, referee, 
administrator, and supporter in Rugby Indiana is expected to behave with dignity at all times both 
on and off the playing field.  

Clubs, players, coaches, referees, administrators, and supporters must not tolerate rude, profane, 
threatening, or anti-social behavior of any sort, or any action/behavior which would reflect 
negatively on the image of their club, Rugby Indiana, USA Rugby, World Rugby, or the sport of 
rugby in general. Any breach of this Code of Conduct, as specified below, will be subject to 
disciplinary action which include but are not limited removal from a match, having a trespass 
order issued against me for all Rugby Indiana Events, or other disciplinary actions by the Rugby 
Indiana Disciplinary Committee. 
 

B) PROHIBITED CONDUCT 
The following actions occurring at or near (sidelines, stands, parking lot, etc.) any match or event 
involving a Rugby Indiana affiliate Team/Club are prohibited: 

1. Unreasonable verbal harassment of a referee that goes beyond mere bantering. 
2. Verbal threats, intimidation, or physical contact with the intent to cause harm to a referee by 

a player, coach, administrator, or supporter is strictly prohibited. Additionally, these actions 
directed toward a player, parent, spectator, or administrator are also prohibited. These 
actions trigger an automatic investigation by the Rugby Indiana Disciplinary Committee. 

3. Entry by a non-player (reserve player, coach, administrator, staff, etc.) onto the playing field 
(except to tend to severe injury) for any reason during the match. Includes any verbal or 
physical actions toward any athlete on the field or the referee. 

4. Public drunkenness manifested by antisocial speech or actions. 

5. Vulgar language or obscene gestures. 
6. Fighting.  
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7. Throwing objects onto the field of play.  
8. Destruction or theft of property.  
9. Public urination on or off of any field. 
10. Illegal use of alcohol or drugs. 
11. Legal consumption of alcohol is prohibited at any Rugby Indiana match. 

12. Weapons of any kind are prohibited at any Rugby Indiana match.  
13. Any act that violates the Codes of Conduct, Policies, Laws, Charter, and Rules of World Rugby, 

USA Rugby, or Rugby Indiana, or that is detrimental to the sport of rugby or the Indiana 
Youth Rugby Foundation. 

In addition, derogatory, or inflammatory language, comments, photos, or videos regarding rugby 
(rugby teams, rugby players, coaches, officials or anyone associated with rugby, etc.) that are 
publicly displayed on social media or other public channels is also prohibited. Clubs are expected 
to manage these violations by their members. Repeated and/or major violations will be referred 
to the Disciplinary Committee. 
 

C) DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE FOR VIOLATION OF CODE OF CONDUCT  
1. Managing Violations: The referee is responsible for managing any on-field violations, 

including by the coach. Club officials are responsible for managing any off-field incidents 
that arise during the match (e.g. misbehavior by spectators, coaches, others, etc.). Violators 
should be given a warning and repercussions explained and club officials should eject any 
individuals continuing to display inappropriate behavior. 

2. Disciplinary Report: All warnings/infractions must be recorded on the Match Report by the 
referee. Off-field infractions managed by a club official should be conveyed to the referee 
after the match and specific details of the incident should be cited on the Match Report. The 
club official should also directly refer the incident to the Disciplinary Committee for further 
action via the non-playing violation reporting for, provided the report is submitted within 72 
hours of the match. 

3. Use of Alcohol: The Rugby Indiana Disciplinary Committee shall review complaints regarding 
the consumption of alcohol and shall determine appropriate punishment for the club and 
any individual players, including, but not limited to, forfeiture of the match or monetary 
fine. 
 

D) PENALTIES 
1. Violations of this Code of Conduct shall be dealt with in accordance with the Rugby Indiana 

Disciplinary Policy. Penalties include but is not limited to: fines, trespasses, restriction from 
Rugby Indiana events, sanctions against the team/club, loss of league points, match 
forfeiture, league and/or tournament eligibility.  

2. The Rugby Indiana Disciplinary Committee shall have the discretion to impose stricter 
penalties as appropriate. 
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E) RIGHT TO APPEAL 
Any club may contest any violation of this Code of Conduct or any subsequent decision made by the 
Rugby Indiana Disciplinary Committee in accordance with the Appeal Process listed in the Rugby Indiana 
Disciplinary Policies & Procedures 
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