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Policy About Scrimmage/Friendly Matches 
 

Teams in Rugby Indiana can schedule practices for a season only when a season’s registration becomes 
opened. Additionally, sanctioned practices are led by USA Rugby Certified L200 or higher coaches, and if 
the players are registered with Rugby Indiana. Instruction to players at practices, scrimmages, and 
matches may only come from USA Rugby Certified L200 or higher coaches for contact (tackle) level 
teams.  

Joint practices can take place between teams from different clubs/programs, as long as they meet the 
regular practice requirements. These teams may also practice set pieces like scrums, line outs, or ruck 
drills. At no time during a joint practice may teams engage in a scrimmage or friendly without scheduling 
it with Rugby Indiana.  

For USA Rugby Insurance to cover players, officials, coaches, etc., all scrimmages/friendlies must be 
sanctioned, and for youth teams in Indiana that sanctioning is provided by Rugby Indiana. Sanctioning 
requires ensuring qualified coaches, referees, and roster counts meet USA Rugby requirements just like 
a regular match.  If a scrimmage is not sanctioned USA Rugby Insurance will not recognize the event, and 
there will be no insurance coverage for any parties involved regardless of their USA Rugby CIPP 
Status/Coverage. 

A scrimmage is any game or game like simulations between two teams that is game like regardless of 
the length of time. A referee is required, as is proper on field medical per policies.   

Play between the Varsity and JV of the same Team/Program is NOT considered a scrimmage, but a 
practice.  

Scrimmage requests must be submitted to the RI League Administrator at least 10 days in advance of 
the match. Scrimmage Changes are subject to the RI policy on match scheduling and cancelations. 

Costs: 
• $150.00 – Schedule of Scrimmage + IRRS Referee 



                                                                          

• $50.00 – Schedule of Scrimmage, team provides referee (Referee must be current with USAR 
CIPP at time of request. If requested referee is not, RI will schedule one with the IRRS, and 
charge the appropriate fees). 

• Trainers: Billed at actual. 

 

Scrimmage Requests: 
The request requires: 

Date: 
Time: 
Location: 
Teams: 
Referee Requested/Team Providing: IF providing the team must name the referee to be used. If at the 
time of the request, the referee is not current with USAR, them will be provided a referee from the IRRS, 
and charged the appropriate fee. 
Billing:  Who is paying the fees (50/50, one team paying full, etc). 
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