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Rugby Indiana 
Tournament Host Policy 

 
Rugby Indiana 

Policy: Tournament Host Policy 
Number: TBD 
Approved: 17 Feb 2019 
Effective: 17 Feb 2019 

This policy supersedes all previous versions of the policy. 
 

 

Overview 
All Tournaments/Festivals/Jamborees/Multi-Team Events (called tournaments in this document) 
held in Indiana that include a youth/HS bracket must apply for approval and sanctioning by Rugby 
Indiana (RI) AND USA Rugby. RI works closely with USAR to ensure that all tournaments hosted in 
Indiana meet the sanctioning requirements for both organizations. 
 
RI sanctioning ensures the tournament fits appropriately within its Calendar and does not conflict 
with other tournaments (date & location) and matches, while USA Rugby sanctioning ensures that 
the host club’s Certificate of Insurance (COI) is valid for the event. In order for an event to qualify 
for USA Rugby sanctioning, EVERY team participating in the tournament MUST be IN GOOD 
STANDING with USA Rugby, meaning: 

1. Have a registered, certified and current Level 200 coach 
2. Have minimum 9 or 15 players registered, depending on the competition 

 
RI Teams in Good Standing Means: 

1. In Good Standing with USAR 
2. No outstanding balance owed to RI 
3. No team disciplinary sanctions 
4. Teams is cleared via Season Audit (all coaches named and in good standing, Emergency Plan 

on file, team and coaches agreements on file, assignable referees, etc). 
 
The steps listed below MUST be completed in order for a tournament to be sanctioned by RI and 
USA Rugby. Failure to follow these requirements will yield disciplinary action by RI and an invalid 
Certificate of Insurance from USA Rugby (and thus major liability risk for the host club)! 
 

RI Tournament Sanction Process & Host Club Duties 
NOTE: You must Apply for RI sanctioning before USAR sanctioning! 
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1. The host club must fill out the current RI Tournament Host application at least 3 months 
before the tournament date – form in the appendix. 

2. RI will evaluate the tournament request and if approved, RI will inform the host club of 
approval, pending compliance with USAR sanctioning requirements; and RI will inform USAR 
of its approval. 

3. The host club must then submit to USAR a Tournament Sanction Application 
http://events.usarugby.org/  and a list of attending clubs (sanctions@usarugby.org). There is a 
$160.00 fee.   The host club must inform RI when the USAR application has been filed. 

i. An expedited application fee is $260.00 fee do not meet the four week 
submission deadline.  

4. The host club must contact the Indiana Rugby Referee Society to secure their services for the 
tournament. They will want to know how many teams (broken out by age and gender), and a 
rough schedule for the tournament.  

5. The host club MUST then request a Certificate of Insurance (COI) from USAR: 
https://www.usarugby.org/membership-resources/certificate-of-insurance/  

i. Plan on 5 business days.  If you need to expedite a COI, please complete this 
form and contact Membership during business hours at (303) 539-0300. 
There is a $25 expedite fee.  

6. At least 30 days prior to the tournament, the host club must send a list of participating teams 
to USAR (sanctions@usarugby.org) and copy RI (Weells@RugbyIndiana.com & 
League_Admin@RugbyIndiana.com). Be sure to identify the tournament using the original 
name and date to list participating teams by age grade and gender. 

a. Additionally, all inbound teams from out of state MUST submit their Inbound Tour Form to RI 
30 days before the tournament. 

7. USAR will check the list of participating teams and confirm that all are current and in good 
standing. USAR will directly contact any teams that are out of compliance and inform them 
of what they need to do to become compliant. USAR will alert both RI and the host club of 
any teams that are not compliant. 

8. As the tournament approaches (and the list of participating clubs inevitably changes), the 
host club MUST continue to update USAR and RI of teams that have been added to (or deleted 
from) the list of teams participating in the tournament. USAR will continue to confirm team 
compliance and communicate accordingly. 

a. Changes in teams/rosters require updated inbound forms submitted to RI 
9. The host club MUST submit the final list of participating teams to USAR by the Wednesday 

before the tournament. 
10. Once all the attending teams are confirmed to be in compliance, USAR will issue to the host 

club (and copy RI) an official letter sanctioning the tournament and listing the approved 
participating teams – this unlocks the insurance coverage promised by the previously issued 
COI. IF ANY TEAMS PARTICIPATE IN THE TOURNAMENT THAT WERE NOT ON THE LETTER, THE 
COI IS VOID AND WILL NOT COVER THE TOURNAMENT! 
 
 

 

http://events.usarugby.org/
mailto:sanctions@usarugby.org
https://www.usarugby.org/membership-resources/certificate-of-insurance/
mailto:Weells@RugbyIndiana.com
mailto:League_Admin@RugbyIndiana.com
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Requirements 
The Tournament Host Agrees to the following when they apply: 

1. RI Tech Zone Policy is in effect for all matches. 
2. All matches must conform to USAR Policy on match length and rest periods between matches. 
3. Players must confirm to USAR Policy for player maximum playing time per day.  
4. Referees must be contracted through the Indiana Rugby Referee Society 
5. The Tournament must comply with the Rugby Indiana Medical and Emergency Plans Policy, and the 

Emergency Plan must be on file with RI 
6. The Tournament is under the authority of the RI Disciplinary Policy (and Committee), and all issued 

cards must be reported within 24 hours. 
a. If the tournaments would like onsite Disciplinary Committee, arrangements must be made 

with the RI Executive Director in Advance. 
b. If there is no approved onsite Disciplinary Committee approved by the Executive Director - 

If a player receives a red card, 2-yellow cards in the same match, or 3-yellow cards in the 
tournament, that player may not return to play in the tournament unless the tournament 
has secured onsite Disciplinary Committee approval from RI.  All cards must be reported to 
RI within 24 hours, and all discipline issues subject to the Disciplinary Policy (and 
Committee) of RI. 

7. The Tournament must comply with World Rugby, USA Rugby, and RI policies. 
8. Tournament Rules shall be provided to the participating teams and the RI Executive Director no 

later than 14-days before the start of the tournament. 
9. RI representatives may attend to ensure sanctioning compliance and/or assist the host club.  
10. NO ALCOHOL is to be permitted at any youth rugby event in Indiana, and that any alcohol related 

violation will lead, at minimum, to the suspension of the individuals and clubs involved. 
11. All players must be ID verified, and on a printed roster at the Tournament Check In. If there are any 

teams attending the tournament from outside Indiana, they must submit Inbound Tour Forms in 
advance for approval. Additionally, players from Indiana participating in the tournament need to be 
fully registered in the Current RI Season. 

12. If a major injury or other incident occurs, the Host will fill out and submit USA Rugby's Incident 
Report Form, to enable CIPP insurance claims to be filled out. 
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