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Rugby Indiana 
SafeSport Policy 

 
Rugby Indiana 

Policy: SafeSport Policy 
Number: TBD 
Updated: 28 August 2023 
Effective: 28 August 2023 

This policy supersedes all previous versions of the policy. 

 

Terms 
SafeSport: The US Center For SafeSport charged with protecting athletes, chartered by the Congressional 
Legislation PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS FROM SEXUAL ABUSE AND SAFE SPORT AUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2017 

MAAPP: Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies, published by the US Center for SafeSport. In addition 
to the MAAPP, Rugby Indiana has policies that also are in the realm of MAAPP which clubs must abide by 
(Team Travel Policy, Contacting Players Policy). 

NGB: National Governing Body (USA Rugby) 

LAO: Local Area Organization, A regional, state, or local club or organization that is directly affiliated 
with an NGB or that is affiliated with an NGB by its direct affiliation with a regional or state affiliate of 
said NGB. (Rugby Indiana, Indiana Rugby Referee Society, Local Rugby Clubs, etc). 

Adult Participant: Any adult (18 years of age or older) who is: 
a. A member or license holder of an NGB, PSO, LAO, or USOPC; 
b. An employee or board member of an NGB, PSO, LAO, or USOPC; 
c. Within the governance or disciplinary jurisdiction of an NGB, PSO, LAO, or USOPC; 
d. Authorized, approved, or appointed by an NGB, PSO, LAO, or USOPC to have regular contact with 
or authority over Minor Athletes. 
 

In-Program Contact: MAAPP defines "In-Program Contact" as any contact (including communications, 
interactions, or activities) between an Adult Participant and any Minor Athlete(s) related to participation in 
sport. 

• MAAPP examples of in-program contact include, but are not limited to: competition, practices, 
camps/clinics, training/instructional sessions, pre/post game meals or outings, team travel, review 
of game film, team- or sport-related relationship building activities, celebrations, award 
ceremonies, banquets, team- or sport-related fundraising or community service, sport education, 
or competition site visits. 

• No position which would confer authority, regular contact or access to minor athletes during a USA 
Rugby sponsored event may be filled by an individual who does not fall under the pre-conditions 
set for compliance under the terms of the USAR MAAPP. (USA Rugby Quality Control System Policy) 
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Prohibited Conduct: Includes but is not limited to – Child Abuse, Sexual Misconduct, Emotional & Physical 
Misconduct, Bullying, Hazing, Harassment, Other Inappropriate Conduct, Willful Tolerance, Aiding & 
Abetting, Misconduct Related to Reporting, Misconduct Related to the Center’s Process, Retaliation, and 
MAAPP. 
 
Willful Tolerance: Having power or authority to stop misconduct but allowing it to happen. This is a specific 
Code violation that applies to coaches and other adults in positions of power within the organization.  
Aiding and Abetting: More expansive than Willful Tolerance. Is when any person (including volunteers, 
board members, athletes, and family members) helps someone commit prohibited conduct. It is also a 
violation of the SafeSport Code.  
 

Requirements 
• All Coaches, Referees, Administrators & Volunteers must be registered with USAR Rugby 

and with their local Rugby Indiana Club, regardless of if they are registered with an adult or 
college program affiliated with USA Rugby already (USA Youth & High School Requirement). 

• Clubs need to reference the SafeSport definition of Adult Participants and In-Program 
Contact.  

• Clubs must periodically run an accreditation check in the RX system to ensure that their 
coaches, referees, administrators & volunteers are all compliant with their SafeSport & 
Background Check requirements.  

• All Adult Participants must have a “Current” status to be active in club activities.  A status of 
“Pending,” “In-Progress”, “Expired,” or any other status must not participate in club 
activities.  

• All Adult Participants are required to abide by and report any breach of the SafeSport Code, 
Policy, and MAAPP as outlined in their training. 

• All Clubs and Adult Participants are required to abide by and report and breach of Rugby 
Indiana policies, including Contacting Players and Team Travel Policy.  

• Violations of the SafeSport Code and/or MAAPP:  Incidents MUST be reported to and turned 
over SafeSport. SafeSport and the NGB then follow their processes. 

 
 

Sanctions 
• Failure To Remain Compliant with SafeSport Certification and Background Checks 

o Head Coach: The Head Coach must remain in good standing, and have satisfactorily 
completed their background and SafeSport Requirements.  Failure of compliance means 
the club cannot be active (practices, matches, etc), lost matches are forfeits, and is 
reported to SafeSport & USA Rugby for SafeSport Code Violation. Also potentially subject 
to a Regulation 18 investigation.  

o Assistant Coaches, Adult Participants who have In-Program Contact: These individuals 
must remain in good standing and have satisfactorily completed their background and 
SafeSport Requirements.  Failure of compliance is reported to SafeSport & USA Rugby for 
SafeSport Code Violation. Also potentially subject to a Regulation 18 investigation. 

o Club: Clubs must ensure all coaches, volunteers, adult participants who have In-Program 
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contact must remain in good standing and have satisfactorily completed their background 
and SafeSport Requirements.  Failure of compliance is reported to SafeSport & USA Rugby 
for SafeSport Code Violation. Also potentially subject to a Regulation 18 investigation. 

• Violations of the SafeSport Code and/or MAAPP:  Failure to report violations are reported to 
SafeSport & USA Rugby for SafeSport Code Violation. Also potentially subject to a Regulation 18 
investigation 

• Violations of the Rugby Policies regarding player safety: Failure to report violations 
(Contacting Players, Team Travel, Etc.) are sanctionable and subject to a Regulation 18 
Investigation.  
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