
Indiana Rugby Referee Society 
(for ALL Youth and H.S Matches) 

 
The BLACK CARD !!!! 

 
 
● Referee abuse has not stopped, even with a “zero tolerance” policy!   As a result, we are 

not only losing match officials but are not picking up new ones! 
 
● A referee showing a BLACK CARD means some form of abuse has occurred that has 

reached an unacceptable threshold that the referee is willing to tolerate. It could be 
spectators; it could be coaches; etc. 

 
● Procedure… 

1. The referee will call time off and show the black card to the offending team's 
technical zone.  

2. A coach/assistant coach from the technical zone will enter the field of play 
(not the offending individual) and find out from the referee what the situation is 
that has caused the black card to be issued. The referee will drive the 
conversation! 

3. That coach/assistant coach will now return to the technical zone and address 
the issue that the referee has highlighted. Once that coach/assistant coach is 
happy the situation is under control and has been dealt with they will signal to 
the referee with a thumbs up. 

4. This will indicate to the referee that the referee may continue the game and 
has been given the reassurance the offending behaviors have been 
addressed and will not re-occur! 

5. The referee will restart play match time and play with a scrum to the team in 
possession at the time of the stoppage. 

 
● Should any further abuse occur (does not have to be the same individual) from the 

same club/team after the black card has been issued, the referee will blow the whistle 
to indicate the game has been ended. The referee will then get into their vehicle and 
leave the facility. 

 
● The game will be recorded as a forfeit to the offending team no matter the score 

at the time. A regulation 18 violation will be filed together with a disciplinary 
report. 
 
No further referees will be assigned to the offending team until the disciplinary 
process has been concluded. 
 

It is the coaches/assistant coaches' responsibility to conduct 
themselves in an acceptable manner in front of their players and 
fans. There are procedures in place for reporting referee concerns, 

 



but none of them involve verbal abuse from the sidelines! 
It is also the responsibility of team coaches/assistant coaches to 
manage the behavioral expectations of their fans and spectators. 
Should the offending party not be obviously transparent, the home 
team accepts responsibility! 

 
No second warnings will be given. A true “Zero Tolerance” policy will now be in 
place. Behave, respect the game, respect the officials, respect your players EVEN if 
you disagree with the calls. 

 
● BLACK CARDS will be recorded to indicate repeat offenders. 


